
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 January 2021 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We will be running Drum Works sessions online again throughout this lockdown and we hope your 
child would like to take part.  
 
Sessions will take place on a weekly basis during term-time as they would normally, with the same 

group of pupils who take part in sessions in school. Your child’s group sessions will be on Tuesday 
mornings. 
 
We will be using Zoom to run our sessions, with several security measures in place to maximize the 
safety and privacy of participants. If you would like to know more about how our sessions are run, 
we would be happy to speak with you in more detail about this. 
 
What does my child need to join online sessions? 
A device with an internet connection, and something they can use as a drum.  
 
We recommend using a laptop or desktop PC to join sessions if possible. Whatever device is used 
will need to have a webcam and microphone (usually inbuilt). We do not recommend using a 
smartphone to join sessions as the screen size is too small. 
 
It is not necessary to create an account with Zoom to join our sessions (please note under-16s are 
not allowed to create their own account), but we do recommend that the Zoom application is 
downloaded to whatever device will be used, which you can do without creating an account. 
 
Your child will need something to play on in place of a drum. Anything you can find around the 
house will do (e.g. a saucepan with a tea-towel over it, a book, an ironing board.) Practice pads and 
drumsticks can be ordered online if you want to get something that feels more like a real drum. 
Some equipment recommendations are enclosed with this letter. 
 
How to join online sessions 
If your child would like to take part in our online sessions, please complete the consent form below 
and send a photo or scan of it to laure.bulteau@drumworks.co.uk and jonathanhoyle@spwt.net. If 

it’s not possible to send a photo then please send an email answering all of the questions on the 
form.  
 
Once we have received your consent form, you will be sent a link, meeting ID and password for each 
session. Links and passwords will be sent out at the start of each week for sessions taking place that 
week. When it is time for the session, your child can either click on the link or enter the meeting ID 
and password into the Zoom application. This will take them to a waiting room, and when we have 
checked their details they will be admitted to the session. 
 
Online Safety 
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We are committed to providing a safe environment for everyone taking part in Drum Works 
activities, both online and offline. The attached Code of Conduct must be followed by everyone 
taking part in our sessions. 
 

St Paul’s Way Trust School’s policy is that all online sessions involving their pupils will be recorded 
and stored until the school re-opens. We will therefore be recording every session that takes place. 
These recordings are for safeguarding purposes only and will not be shared externally. 
 
If you would like more information about online safety, Thinkuknow is a good source of free 
resources and support: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 
 

 
 

Consent Form for Online Sessions  
St Paul’s Way Trust School 
 
Participant Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Participants must use their full name, as entered here, when joining a session. If we see a name we do not 
recognize in the waiting room they will not be admitted to the session. 

 
Parent Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent email address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Optional) Secondary email address: ____________________________________________________ 

Session links, IDs and passwords will be sent to the parent email address given above. If you would like us to 
send the link to a second parent/carer, or directly to your child, then please enter their email address here. Any 
emails sent to children will be copied to parents too. 

 
Agreement: 

        I have read and agree to the Code of Conduct for online sessions 

        I understand that the sessions will be recorded and stored until the school re-opens 

        I agree to my child’s participation in Drum Works online sessions 

 
Parent Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: __________________ 
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Code of Conduct for Online Drum Works Sessions 
 
Everyone taking part in our sessions must agree to the Code of Conduct. Anyone not observing the 
Code will be removed from sessions without notice and may be refused access to future sessions. 
 

 Participants 
  

Drum Works staff 

Preparation We recommend downloading the 
Zoom application and joining the 
session from a desktop computer or 
laptop. A webcam and microphone 
(both usually inbuilt) will be needed 
to participate in the session fully. We 
do not recommend joining from a 
smartphone. 
 
Participants do not need a Zoom 
account to join Drum Works sessions. 
Anyone under 16 should not create a 
Zoom account. 

Sessions will be set up and hosted by 
Drum Works’ organisation Zoom 
account. No personal profile 
information will be shared with 
participants.  

Attire Participants must be dressed 
appropriately (e.g. no pyjamas). 
Anyone not dressed appropriately 
will be removed from the session. 
  

Staff will be dressed in the same way 
they would be for a face-to-face 
session.  

Environment Participants must ensure their visible 
background is appropriate and not 
distracting. Virtual backgrounds are 
encouraged, and we can provide help 
to set one up if needed. 
 
We strongly recommend that 
participants join sessions from a 
communal part of their home with a 
parent/carer within earshot. 

Staff will ensure their background is 
clear and free from distractions. 

Joining a session Participants must enter their own 
names (first and last names) when 
joining a session so that the session 
supervisor can check them against 
the register. Any names we do not 
recognise will be refused access to 
the session. 

Sessions will be hosted by a 
supervisor. Participants will not be 
admitted until at least two staff 
members are present. 
 
The lead supervisor will take a 
register for every session and provide 
an attendance report to Drum 
Works’ management team and the 
relevant school. 



Behaviour Participants are expected to engage 
with online sessions in the same way 
they would with face-to-face 
sessions. 
 
Participants may be removed from 
sessions if their behaviour is 
inappropriate. 
  

Staff will outline their expectations at 
the start of each session. 

Contact and 
Communication 
  

Zoom is only being used to deliver 
drumming sessions and not for any 
other communications. Participants 
will not be able to share photos, 
private messages or other 
information, and should not attempt 
to do so. 
 
Participants should not attempt to 
contact or connect with staff outside 
of scheduled sessions. 

Staff will not contact participants 
online outside of scheduled sessions. 
 
Staff will not add participants as 
contacts on any online platform or 
share any personal contact 
information. 

Recording Sessions Participants must not record any part 
of any session. 

Staff will not record any part of any 
session unless there is a specific 
reason for doing so. If a session or 
part of a session is being recorded, 
consent will be sought from 
parents/carers in advance and clear 
information will be given about the 
purpose of the recording, how long it 
will be stored for and who will have 
access to it. 

Security Participants must never share a 
session link, ID or password with 
anyone or post these details to social 
media. If they think someone has 
been left out of a session who ought 
to be there, they should raise this 
with Drum Works staff in a session. 

Staff will never share a session link, 
ID or password with anyone outside 
of the Drum Works staff team or post 
these details to social media. 
 
Drum Works staff will terminate a 
session if they feel it is necessary for 
any reason. If this happens, the 
reason will be communicated to all 
participants in the session as soon as 
possible afterwards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



Equipment Recommendations 
 
If you would like to invest in some equipment for your child to play at home here are some 
recommendations. Everything can be found from various online retailers including Gear4Music, 
Amazon and Drumshack.  
 
Practice pads: 
At the higher end of the scale is the Remo Silentstroke practice pad (c.£25) – the skin is very quiet 
and feels like a real drum, and it has a rim so you can practice rim shots. 
There are several cheaper options – WHD practice pads (c.£15) are as good as any.  
Evans RealFeel pads are a good mid-range option. 
 
Sticks: 

We normally use Vic Firth Nova 5A sticks (£5) – they’re mid-quality and price. 
The Vic Firth American Classic 5A wood tip is better quality but more expensive. 
 
The school can also lend drum sticks, please contact Mr Hoyle (jonathanhoyle@spwt.net) if you 
would like to do this. 
 
Drum Works has an account with EasyFundraising, so if you sign up with them and buy through one 
of their retail partners (e.g. Gear4Music.com) then Drum Works will receive a donation at no extra 
cost to you. You can sign up here: easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/drumworks (this applies to any 
online shopping you do, not just drumming equipment!) 
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